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CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently amended) A method of purchasing goods and servfces through 
the Internet comprising: 

a. accessing an Internet webeto Dortai comnriftlno a portal oneratof 
?ntf a database of prepaid accounts and furtf^pr containing a llnf(to 
at least one merchant wfthait^ listing of merchandise and or 
services that can be purchased by communication through an 
Internet, 

accessing a merchant website through the Internet portal, 

c. Inputting the a selection of the merchandise afid or sen^ices for 
purchase and a prepaid card identifie r wherein the card identifier 
comprises an account n umber to a prepaid account and the card 
identifier does not id entify the purchaser or financial or banking 
information of the purchaser , 

d. transmitting the selection and prepaid card identifier, 

a- matching the prepaid card Identifier with a prepaid account bvthe 
portal operator 

f- e bt a in i ng vorificat l on th a t a monotarv verifying bv the portal 

operator that the prepaid account represented by the prepaid card 
contains a monetary balance at least equal to the value of the 
merohandise or services selected, and 

g, transfening the monetary value of the selected merchandise or 
services from the prepaid account to a merchant bv the oortat 
operator , and 

h. o bt a ining tho purohacod morchondioo or Gorvioo. - 

2. (Currently amended) The method of claim one further comprising an 
internet wefaotto portal communicating the purchaser's selection to the 
merchant* issuing payment to the merchant and obtaining payment from 
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the monetary account of the prepaid card IdentlHer communicated to the 

Internet website cortal by the purchaser, 
3. (Previously presented) The method of Claim 2 further comprising the 

ability of the purchaser to pay a purchase price in Installments. 
Claims 4 through 22 are cancelled. 

23. (Currently amended) A nwthod of purchasing goods an^ or services 

comprlslngr 

a. accessing an Internet website through an Internet terminal wherein the 
Internet website la Ijpked to a daf ^base of prepaid accounts : 

b. communicating through an Internet a selection of goods or services for 
purchase from a merchant; 

c. receiving a purehaaa prfee; 

d. inserting a p a ym e nt moohon l om orepaid card Into a component of the 
Internet tennlnal wherein a prepaid card iijl entlfler is Inputt^! an4 

e. communicating the purchase price and p repaid card identifier to the 
Internet website payment through the I ntomot . : and 

f- mstchinq the prepaid card MentTtarto a prepaid account balance of 
the database. 

24 (Cuirentiy amended) The method of dalm 23 wherein the payment 

m e ohanlom i o o pr e pa i d cord or cunnonov prepaid card Identifier 

contained on a magnetic strip on th e prepaid card. 
26. (Cunently anrranded) The method of claim 23 wherein the payment 

m e ohanlcm Is a orodit or de bi t card, prepaid card identifier consists 

essentially of a prepaid account numbar . 

26. (Previously presented) The method of claim 23 further comprising an 
Intemet website that Is a web portal linked to a merchant website. 

27. (Currently amended) The method of dalm 26 further wherein the web 
portal communicates payment to the merchant website. 

28. (Currently amended) The method of dalm 23 26 wherein a web portal 
operator Issues credit cards, debit cards or prepaid account cards. 
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29. (Previously presented) The method of claim 26 further comprising an 
Internet website communicating a purchase selection to the merchant 
website and communicating payment to the merchant. 

30. (Cun-ently amended) A method of purchasing goods and services 
comprising: 

a. accessing an Internet website that Is a web portal compriama a nortot 
operator linked to a merchant website; 

b. communicating through an internet a selection of goods or services for 
purchase from the merchant website; 

c. communicating a prepaid card Wf^n*"**'" p^ynnnntfhr n»in,.tT"* jtrmlf? nr 
oorviooe t o the web portal; and 

d- matching bv the portal o perator the prepaid card identifier to a nm pairi 
account within a databaag of prepaid accounts, and the wnh pnrtm 
commun i cat i ng th e nooo i pt of poymontto tho m e rohont woboito r 

e. evaluating whether the matched prepaid a ccount Is sufficient for the 

Claims 31 through 35 are cancelled. 

36. (Currently amended) A method of purchasing goods or services using an 
Internet comprising; 

a- inputting a merchant a ccount, a selection of ooods or services, and a 
prepalrd card idan^t^r 

b. an Intemet portal operator matching prepaid accounts within 
database to the prepaid card identifier^: 

c. debiting i prepaid accounts; and 

d. crediting the merchant accounts. 

37. (Previously presented) The method of dalm 36 further comprising 
terminals connecteble to the Intemet 

38. (Previously presented) The method of dalm 37 further comprising publidy 
accessible terminals. 
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39. (Previously presented) The method of claim 36 wherein the Internet portal 
operator sells prepaid accounts. 

40. (Previously presented) The method of claim 37 wherein the temiinals 
access only internet web sites selected by the Internet portal operator. 

41. (New) An anonymous electrenic payment method wherein the purchaser's 
Identity or financial or banking Information is not disclosed comprising: 

a. accessing a first Intemet website wherein the first website Is a web 
portal comprising a database of prepaid accounts and linked to a 
merchant website; 

b. accessing the merchant website through the first website; 

c. selecting goods or services for purchase from the merchant website: 
and 

d. Inputting a prepaki card identifier wherein the card identifier klentifies a 
prepaid account within the database and wherein the prepakj account 
Is to be debited as payment to the merchant. 

42. (New) The method of claim 41 wherein the prepakJ card identifier consists 
essentially of an account number. 

43. (New) The method of claim 41 wherein the prepaid card kJentifier consists 
essentially of an account number and a PIN. 

44. (New) The nf)ethod of claim 23 further comprising inputting a PIN. 

45. (New) The method of claim 26 wherein the web portal debits a prepaid 
account In the database. 

46. (New) The metliod of claim 30 wherein the web portal debits a prepaid 
account in the datatrase. 

47. (New) The method of claim 36 wherein the prepaid card identifier consists 
of a portal identity and an account numlier. 

48. (New) The method of daim 36 wherein the prepaid card klentifier consists 
of a portal Mentity, an account number and a PIN. 
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